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[57] ABSTRACT 

The present invention relates to a photocell including means 
for providing protection against the accumulation of elec 
trostatic charge, to a method of manufacturing it, and to a 
solar panel including such cells. 

A photocell of the invention includes a circuit for drawing 
o?C electrostatic charge that is e?icient but is of low mass and 
that masks incident solar radiation very little. 

The circuit for drawing olf charge comprises a grid of 
material that is optionally transparent on the outside surface 
of the protective glass sheet of the photocell, said grid being 
connected to the cell’s electrode for current collection. 
Advantageously, the grid of the circuit for drawing o?°  
electrostatic charge is superposed over the grid of the 
electrode for collecting the current generated by the photo 
cell. 

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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PHOTOCELL, ITS METHOD OF 
MANUFACTURE, AND A SOLAR PANEL 

COMPRISING SUCH CELLS 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a photocell including 
means to protect it against accumulation of electrostatic 
charge. The invention also relates to a method of manufac— 
turing the cell, and to a solar panel comprising such cells. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Conventionally, a sheet of transparent protective glass is 
placed over photocells, in particular photocells for use in 
space. 
Under such circumstances, the sheet of glass is secured to 

the photocell by a transparent adhesive, or preferably by a 
thin and transparent ?lm of polytetra?uoroethylene-?uori~ 
natedethylenepropylene (PTFE-FEP) that is thermally ?xed 
in the presence of a strong electric ?eld. The sheet of glass 
and the ?xing layer form an insulating layer that may 
accumulate electrostatic charge whose sudden discharge 
through the sheet of glass and the ?xing layer, in particular 
when accompanied by the formation of an electric arc, runs 
the risk of destroying the photocell and/or of disturbing the 
electronic equipment of a satellite. It has thus been necessary 
to implement circuits for evacuating electrostatic charge 
from photocells designed for use in space. 

In “Proceedings of European Space Power Conference” 
held in Madrid, Spain, 2-6 Oct. 1989. (ESA SP-294, Aug. 
1989), J. W. Koch describes several types of such circuits. 

Firstly, he describes a metal grid connected to ground and 
passing over a plurality of glass sheets for protecting pho 
tocells. 

Another solution described in that article relates to con 
necting the outside face of the protective glass sheet to the 
photocell by means of a conductive transparent .adhesive 
deposited at least over the entire outside surface of the sheet 
of glass and/or by a ?ne deposit of indium tin oxide (ITO) 
over the entire outside surface and sides of the photocell. 
Conductive deposits on the inside face of the sheet of glass 
can be limited to the vicinity of the connection device. 

In all cases, the photocells described by J. W. Koch in 
ESA SP-294, August 1989, include a transparent adhesive 
?xing the protective glass sheet. The two examples are 
described in entirely separate manner and there is nothing in 
that article that describes or suggests the possibility of 
combining those two examples, and in particular of imple 
menting a grid for evacuating electrostatic charge disposed 
on the outside face of the protective glas‘s sheet and con 
nected to circuits for collecting the photoelectric charge as 
produced by the photocell. 

In addition, it should be observed that the photocells 
described in that article are designed to be carried directly on 
the body of a scienti?c satellite that is subjected to substan 
tially constant solar illumination during a limited lifetime. 
Such teaching is not applicable to photocells for geostation 
ary satellites that are periodically subjected to thermal cycles 
that an adhesive ?xing the protective glass plate could not 
withstand. The photocells used for scienti?c satellites are 
extremely expensive, which makes them unsuitable for use 
in a telecommunications satellite. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

Consequently, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a photocell capable of withstanding a hostile envi 
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2 
ronment over long periods of time, in particular capable of 
being used in space. Such a cell must, inter alia, be capable 
of withstanding periodic changes in illumination and the 
resulting thermal cycles and/or exposure to solar wind 
generating electrostatic charge. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide such 
a cell that has excellent photovoltaic efficiency. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
photocell of large power per unit mass and/or per unit area. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide such 
a cell that is of moderate cost. 

These objects are achieved by a photocell that includes an 
eifective circuit for drawing oilC electrostatic charge, which 
circuit is of low mass and masks incident solar radiation very 
little. 
The circuits for evacuating charge comprise a grid of 

transparent or non-transparent conductive material on the 
outside surface of the protective glass sheet of the photocell, 
said grid being connected to the cell’s electrode for captur 
ing charge. Advantageously, the grid of the circuit for 
evacuating electrostatic charge is superposed on the grid of 
the electrode for collecting the charge generated by the 
photocell. 

The invention provides a photocell comprising: 
a photovoltaic body having a ?rst main face carrying a 

?rst electrode for collecting charge, and a second main 
face opposite its ?rst main face and carrying a second 
electrode for collecting charge; and 

a protective glass sheet secured to said photovoltaic body; 
the photocell including: 

a grid of conductive elements for evacuating electro 
static charge, the grid being made of substantially 
transparent material deposited on the outside face of 

_ the protective glass sheet. 
The invention also provides a photocell wherein the 

substantially transparent grid of conductive elements for 
evacuating electrostatic charge is made of indium tin oxide. 
The invention also provides a photocell wherein the 

conductive elements of the grid for evacuating electrostatic 
charge are superposed over the elements of the ?rst elec 
trode. 
The invention also provides a photocell wherein the grid 

for drawing o?’ electrostatic charge is deposited on the 
outside face of the protective glass sheet by vacuum evapo 
ration. 
The invention also provides a photocell wherein the 

protective glass sheet is secured to the photovoltaic body a 
?lm of PTFE whose thickness lies in the range 20 pm and 
50 pm, and preferably in the range 25 pm to 50 pm. 
The invention also provides a photocell including means 

for interconnecting the ?rst electrode and the grid for 
drawing o? electrostatic charge. 
The invention also provides a photocell wherein the 

means for interconnecting the ?rst electrode and the grid for 
drawing off electrostatic charge comprise an electrical con 
ductor extending substantially along the entire length of the 
edge of the protective glass sheet and overlying a busbar of 
the ?rst electrode. 

The invention also provides a photocell wherein the 
means for interconnecting the ?rst electrode and the grid for 
drawing off electrostatic charge comprise a channel section 
bar held resiliently on the edge of the protective glass sheet. 

The invention also provides a solar panel, in particular for 
use in space, comprising a plurality of photocells of the 
invention, connected in series and/or in parallel. 
The invention also provides a method of manufacturing a 

photocell comprising the steps consisting in: 
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a) depositing a thin ?lm of PTFE between a photovoltaic 
body and a protective glass sheet; 

b) applying an intense electric ?eld to press the glass sheet 
against the photovoltaic body; 

c) heating the assembly to high temperature, preferably 
until the protective glass sheet softens; 
including the following steps prior to or during step a), 
consisting of: 

d) ?xing, on one edge of the protective glass sheet, a 
conductive element, in particular a bar connected to the 
grid for evacuating charge; 

e) placing solder on the edge of the PTFE ?lm, the melting 
temperature of the solder being not greater than the 
heating temperature during step c); and 

f) aligning both the solder and the conductive element 
connected to the grid for evacuating electrostatic 
charge with an element of the ?rst electrode on the 
photovoltaic body, and in particular with a busbar, such 
that when the temperature is raised during step c), the 
?rst electrode is connected to the grid for drawing o?“ 
electrostatic charge and simultaneously the photovol 
taic body is secured to the protective glass sheet. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be better understood from the follow 
ing description and the accompanying drawings given as 
non-limiting examples, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a known type 
of photocell; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a preferred 
embodiment of a cell of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing a detail 
of the FIG. 2 photocell; and 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a solar panel of the present 
invention. 

MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In FIGS. 1 to 4, the same references are used to designate 
the same elements. 

FIG. 1 shows an example of the semiconductor bodies 
that form a photocell 1 being in the shape of thin rectangular 
parallelepipeds having a ?rst main face 2 designed to be 
illuminated by solar radiation, and a second main face 3 
opposite the face 2. The photocell 1 includes a ?rst region 
doped with a ?rst conductivity type dopant extending from 
the ?rst main face 2 to a PN junction situated substantially 
halfway through the thickness of the photocell 1, and a 
second region doped with a second conductivity type dopant 
opposite to the ?rst conductivity type and extending from 
the PN junction to the second main face 3 of the photocell. 
The main faces 2 and 3 include electrodes for collecting 
charge carriers, and a potential di?ference is established 
between said electrodes when the face 2 is illuminated. In 
the example shown, the main face 2 includes a comb-shaped 
electrode 4 comprising a busbar 5 extending essentially 
along the entire length of a long side of the main face 2 and 
connected at regular intervals to linear strips 6 extending 
parallel to the short sides of the photocell. The electrode 4 
is made of metal or advantageously it is made of a substan 
tially transparent material such as indium tin oxide (ITO). A 
metal electrode 7 (FIG. 3) covers substantially the entire 
area of the opposite second main face 3. The photocell 1 is 
covered with a protective glass sheet 8 that is advanta 
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4 
geously ?xed by means of a sheet of transparent ?lm 9 made 
of polytetra?uoroethylene-?uorinated-ethylenepropylene 
(PTFE-FEP) having a thickness that typically lies in the 
range 25 pm to 50 pm. 
The protective glass sheet 8 is raised to a high tempera 

ture, e.g. 300°  C., at which it begins to soften. The ?lm 9 is 
interposed between the glass sheet 8 and the photocell 1. 
Advantageously, an intense electric ?eld establishes an 
attractive electrostatic force between the photocell 1 and the 
protective glass sheet 8. Mechanical pressure is also exerted 
to press the protective glass sheet 8 against the photocell 1 
and the assembly is allowed to cool. This method confers 
excellent stability and excellent lifetime to the assembled 
protective glass sheet 8 and photocell. 

Naturally, the invention is not limited to using ?xing ?lms 
made of PTFE or of PTFE-FEP. For example, it is possible 
to use an elastomer ?xing ?lm based on silicones that are 
room temperature vulcanizable (RTV-adhesive), or to apply 
the glass sheets directly against the photocells as described 
in “Proceedings of the European Space Power Conference” 
held in Madrid, Spain, 2—6 Oct. 1989. (ESA SP-294, August 
1989). Under such circumstances, su?icient reliability for 
space applications has been obtained only by raising the 
assembly constituted by the protective glass sheet pressed 
against the photocell to a high temperature and subjecting it 
to an electric ?eld. Best results have been obtained by 
applying a DC voltage lying in the range 200 V to 400 V. 

In FIGS. 2 and 3, there can be seen a photocell of the 
invention including a circuit for drawing 01f electrostatic 
charge. This circuit comprises, on the outside face of the 
protective glass sheet 8, a grid 10 comprising a comb of 
conductive elements 11. The distance between the conduc 
tive elements 11 is small enough to enable electrostatic 
charge to be eliminated effectively so as to avoid any 
formation of electric arcs. The conductive elements are 
either made of metal, e. g. aluminum or silver, or else they 
are advantageously made of indium tin oxide which trans 
mits 95% of the incident visible radiation. The conductive 
elements 11 are advantageously deposited by vacuum 
evaporation. Between the conductive elements 11, the pro 
tective glass sheet 8 comprises bare zones 12 which are not 
subjected to any light transmission loss due to the presence 
of conductive elements. In addition, the absence of conduc 
tors makes it possible to reduce the mass of the photocell by 
a small amount. 

Advantageously, the grid of conductive elements 11 on 
the outside face of the protective glass sheet 8 is superposed 
over the electrode grid 4 on the ?rst main face of the 
photocell 1. Thus, ?rstly losses due to light obscruation 
occur in the same place, thereby enabling the electrical 
power delivered by the photocell 1 to be increased, and 
secondly, it is possible to use the same mask for depositing 
the el3ectrode 4 and the grid of conductive elements 11 by 
vacuum evaporation. The circuit for drawing o?’ electrostatic 
charge advantageously includes means for connecting the 
grid 10 of conductive elements 11 to the electrode 4, thereby 
avoiding the need to provide a dedicated ground connection 
circuit. 

In the example shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the connection is 
provided by a conductive strip or rectangular parallelepiped 
13, e.g. made of tin alloy, that is placed between the busbar 
5 of the electrode 4 and a channel section metal bar 14 
surrounding the edge of the protective glass sheet 8. 

Advantageously, the bar 14 is held resitiently on the edge 
of the protective glass sheet 8. 

Advantageously, the bar 14 is soldered to the busbar 5 of 
the electrode 4 by raising the temperature while ?xing the 
protective glass sheet 8 on the photocell 1. 
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FIG. 4 shows a solar panel 15, e.g. for use in space, that 
comprises a plurality of photocells 1 of the invention which 
are interconnected in series and/or in parallel to provide 
electrical power for a satellite, e.g. a telecommunications 
satellite. 

Solar panels of the present invention are cheaper than 
panels for scienti?c research satellites and of considerably 
longer lifetime, with performance that is not degraded by the 
cycles of illumination and darkness to which telecommuni 
cations satellites are normally subjected. 

Therc follow numerical examples of the performance of 
various embodiments of photocells of the present invention. 
Thin layers of indium tin oxide typically transmit 95% of 

the incident solar light. 
Example 1: grid 10 comprises re?ecting metal elements 

11 (metallic re?ection): light transmission 0%, covered area 
3% to 4% of the area of the protective glass sheet 8. 
Efliciency obtained: 96% to 97%. 
Example 2: grid 10 having elements 11 made of 95% 

transparent indium tin oxide covering 3% to 4% of the 
outside surface of the protective glass sheet 8. Power 
obtained lying in the range 99.8% to 99.95% of the nominal 
power of the photocell without protection against static 
electricity. 

In any event, the mass of the solar panels is reduced while 
simultaneously obtaining a signi?cant increase in the deliv 
cred electrical power. 
The present invention applies to making photocells and 

solar panels. ' 
The main application of the present invention lies in 

making photocells and solar panels for use in space. 
I claim: 
1. A photocell comprising; 
a photovoltaic body having a ?rst main face carrying a 

?rst electrode for collecting current, and a second main 
face opposite its ?rst main face and carrying a second 
electrode for collecting current; and 

a protective glass sheet bonded to said photovoltaic body; 
the photocell including; 

a grid of conductive elements for drawing olf electro 
static charge and superposed over the elements of the 
?rst electrode, the grid being made of a substantially 
transparent material deposited on the outside face of 
the protective glass sheet and, means for intercon 
necting the ?rst electrode and the grid for drawing off 
electrostatic charge comprising a channel section 
electrical conductor bar extending substantially 
along the entire length of the edge of the protective 
glass sheet and overlying a busbar of the ?rst elec 
trode. 

2. A photocell according to claim 1, wherein the substan 
tially transparent grid of conductive elements for drawing 
off electrostatic charge is made of indium tin oxide. 

3. A photocell according to claim 1, wherein the grid for 
drawing off electrostatic charge is deposited on the outside 
face of the protective glass sheet by vacuum evaporation. 

1O 
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4. A photocell according to claim 1, wherein the protec 

tive glass sheet is secured to the photovoltaic body by a ?lm 
of PTFE whose thickness is in the range 20 um to 50 pm. 

5. A photocell according to claim 1, wherein the protec 
tive glass sheet is secured to the photovoltaic body by a ?lm 
of FI‘FE whose thickness is in the range 25 um to 50 um. 

6. A solar panel, in particular for use in space, comprising 
a plurality of photocells according to claim 1, connected in 
series and/or in parallel. 

7. A photocell comprising; 
a photovoltaic body having a ?rst main face carrying a 

?rst electrode for collecting current, and a second main 
face opposite its ?rst main face and carrying a second 
electrode for collecting current; and 

a protective glass sheet bonded to said photovoltaic body; 
the photocell including; 

a grid of conductive elements for drawing off electro 
static charge and superposed over the elements of the 
?rst electrode, the grid being made of a substantially 
transparent material deposited on the outside face of 
the protective glass sheet and, means for intercon 
necting the ?rst electrode and the grid for drawing off 
electrostatic charge comprising a channel section 
electrical conductor bar extending substantially 
along the entire length of the edge of the protective 
glass sheet and overlaying a busbar of the ?rst 
electrode, said channel section electrical conductor 
bar being held resiliently on the edge of the protec 
tive glass sheet. 

8. A method of manufacturing a photocell, comprising the 
steps of: 

a) placing a thin ?lm of PTFE between a photovoltaic 
body and a protective glass sheet; 

b) applying an intense electric ?eld to press the glass sheet 
against the photovoltaic body; 

c) heating the assembly to a high temperature until the 
protective glass sheet softens; 
including the following steps prior to or during step a), 
of 

d) ?xing, on one edge of the protective glass sheet, a 
conductive bar connected to a grid for drawing off 
charge; 

e) placing solder on the edge of the PTFE ?lm, the melting 
temperature of the solder being not greater than the 
heating temperature used during step c; and 

f) aligning both the solder and the conductive element 
connected to the grid for drawing off electrostatic 
charge with a busbar; such that when the temperature is 
raised during step c), the ?rst electrode is connected to 
the grid for drawing o?C electrostatic charge and simul 
taneously the photovoltaic body is secured to the pro 
tective glass sheet. 


